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PREFACE 



WhJIj I promised to do Ibis boot, in 1919, I knew 
1 waa foolisfo My task would bsve beep diftitruH, had my 
Kubfcct teen an English writer. There is no \YrsLem 
author of repute whose gseo Is not frugal.. KHnpftmd with 
Rabutdianatn TagOrt'a, Thnjtigh days fiJkd to overflown Tiff 
with other work I have been oppressed by the knowledge 
that, even in my nwn tungne, Rabindranath was all the 
while lecturing and writing la.stu Hid is 1 could hope to readr 
I cannot. pretend; to havn rent! mote than a considercible 
friction the enormous output of his fifty yi^ra nf incessant 
activity. Much, of that output has never got beyond the 
magazines. My 'comfort is that perhaps not one of bis 
Own cotmtfyraeit bf.s load the whole e£ it. 

Those who hove themseives mode the effort of compress- 
ing * ydsi theme Into a small handbook will be the most 
lodcnt to jjiy shortcominga, The poet has eaijoyed nL* 
yean; of world-wide Eniic, yet this little book is, so fair as 
my tnowledE* EO*fi. the only essay in English width is i:i 
any degree based open st udy of the original Bengali. ThLs 
surprising fact justifies -an Englishman 'a attempt, t believe 
the poet is misunderstood bt the West — is tmtlerp raised, 
by some overpraised, is wftmgly praised. But his own 
countrymen have been content to grumble. Hot one has 
come forward to help the whjcIiJ to place a poet who cannot 
ba ignored but or whom even,' possible opinion is enter* 
tallied in Europe and Amenta, from his apotbeoida a$ the 
last and most wonderful teacher of the ages to his con- 
tomptOUH dismissal as a charlatan. 




iv RABINDRANATH TAGORE 

I Am indebted to the MwCtrtt Rtvit n> (publiBbed, Cal- 
cutta)* whkh for raajiy years has bfct:i a mirror ot his 
activities . especially as prosowriter sod traveling lecturer, 
Add is iavalisaUo oo that side pf hiaworkr Its cditoi, Babu 
JtmiiAniAn4a ChAlterii, has matSe prompt and! geaeronB res- 
ponse to Tri^ny calls which I have made on his knowledge. 
I -owe a debt to the hnllisot sketch nf the Nef^Romaoti^ 
Mouetneni Ed BcnipiJ, in Dr, Brajcndramih Seal's At* 
Etta/) in Criticism, and to Aj&tkumot' CJiakralwitl’S -litya 
hnOlt, Rabindranath. I owo a defci which f cancel 
exaggerate to flabis Peasants MaSiabmobis j witlinui his 
help I could have done nothing* That help has left its 
mark on -every page. The Rev, A- M. fipencer read proofs. 

Tianslatious, tmspt when from Gti&nittH or My 
Rtminisettteet, arc my own or by the t wo aUidcata 
mentioned above, I thank the poet for jpemiL^dcrfi to 
translate and for tlie gift of fti$ portrait- Trans- 
]’teradO]t of proper names presented a prctdrrnr It 
seemed best to follow Dr, rarquhar's advice. So J 
have -used Ber-gali forma throughout, crcccpt in the case 
of Kalidasa. VaLmiM, and VldyapatL Every well-known 
name 1 havo treated as anglicised, extending this rule tu 
cover as many words aa possible, TJluh, I have printed 
Rahtodjunalb and not Rsbindcaniilh, lfta.hrnrj Sarnnj and 
not Briitiwia S<kmu;\ Kalidasa and not Kalidasa. Lastly, in 
(voids created is tmnMturaLiwd [ have ignored all marka of 
Jengvli or vonsosanUl distinction, except the two which Are 
essentia] to Approximately correct prcniLipjdatiort— L a I have 
marked only d and s fthe vowel a, ;Us ^tinct from the 
included vowel which every Bengali consonant carries, 
which, though tinmslitermted as A* is pronounced isr more 
as a short o in JSoglisli). fit ignoring the aliened difference 
becwteci hhort l and long i, siiort u and long □, I have the 
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support of my own tars end of the poet's express testimony 
that there U no dilletence (jit pronutdetJon, that is). 
I h;lve ppl printed iakia but fiiia ; not CtiOipdl hut CbawJk 
To *um up ; r ■here treated a* nnoMurpjLscd only tictes d£ 
b*oks sutl a very few, of her word®, including proper names 
of characters in Rabindranath Ta edit's books. This will 
not please (he scholar. But I have written for the Ecneral 
reader, who hods an abundance of dots and accents venting. 

The reader w ho cares for a much fuller end more detailed 
eiaminaLioiL of Ta cure's went wall Ami it In my ^iWrt- 
ji alh Tagprt t /fact and D/ aumlisi ^OjcicVf-tl Univeratty 
Piesa). 

Rtflrincirig thia hook, to tunny yeaja after its fim appear* 
airce^ 1 have revised it carefully, takiut full advanUiee of 
the swetous anti helpful critidsm if received lone ago, 
I hate been especially watchful to cut uni every sentence 
that seems to me now unfair, or such os a iajr-D .Ln.dcd Indian 
might icacnt Erorn an Rnelishman. The original text in 
many places irritated Indian readers, by thought or phrariitg 
which now displeases, me. The hcolt remains still reason- 
ably frank. I see no hurt in this, for E carried away front 
India a cnnvirtfort that if you cut persuade lodltfS lM yr>u 
a/* genuinely and iviCbnul jaunnagt a lov*r o£ their Jfend 
and people, you can say wbniTver yon believe to he Intc, 
and it will all come right in the end. 

Oxford, 192$. E.T. 
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PART i— LIFE 




EARLY LIFE; FIRST LITERARY PER!OI> 

BbKQ.VLI PoRTftV: SiXiJtCJtS ApiO I ttSTIRATtOXS, Ben- 

cali literaluoe has, 3. doubJe lira of descent. The older is 
lineal tram Sanskrit literature, and especially from Sanskrit 
tyric and drama, More than the crest cities, the writing 
o£ KdidMa have inspired a succession oE noeta Lu the 
Ganges vidJey. JayBdava, En his Gita Gminda, In the 
twelfth century carried the classical style in its decadence 
intu Bengal,. of which he was a native — into Bengal, though 
nut into fiengalit for he wrote in Bastskrit, Hie pnem is 
Vaixnav* , in ihe flowcricst and most sensuous attain. 

The second line ol descent is the indigenous. rme of 
folfolyru;, A main current of ibis, also, is Vaisoava, in the 
itcjnes oE ChFtndidas and YidyapatE, who wrote in the four- 
teenth century. Chatuiidas wrote in Bengali, Vidynpnti in 
Maithili. But Bengal has adopted Yidyajiati as. her own. 
The Vsisnava tsudilion cfmtfcrtues the xLmneesi to (Ills 
day. Just as the softer beauty ot Kalidasa '3 poetry has 
touched the Bengali irnagu^atkyn Ear more than the sterner 
cracc o£ tlic epics, so the Qtli of KrjsJina has m;wlc that of 
Eauia saak very ruudj info ihe bMfcjfWvmjJL The race is 
emotional beyond any other in .India, and V&isnnva revival- 
ists have again and acjijn sc I flowhyi A wtivc of excitement 
wfakb ha-t Covered the province, OE these the most famous 
vnts Chattanva, in the sixteenth oentuTy — Cbailanya, wliom 
the sicht oE £e. riuwte 1 trees In blossom would throw into 
ecstasy by remindiue him ot his beloved Hari, god q£ 
sprinctidc revels, Chnitanya, who walked into tlie s^a at 
Puri. iti a trance ot adoration, and waa never seen again.’ 

' Naarlea rdiin ivtAa 

* Thdfe nee otto ttopes flf his <ll5*KHii!r*UjW, 

2 




RABINDRANATH TAGORE 



Z 

He waa no fU-iet, hot poAS followed in the wake yf the 
fervour which be iniliatrd. liul a sterner cuLt,. the Hthia* 
bus contributed its strain to folL-poctry. The sixteenth 
century frlukundaram Kafoks nkait l was a j and pci- 
hips the most popular ot all songs are tSiose- oi Ramprasad, 
a iSklti who wrote in the lime of Warren Hastings. His 
songs can he 1 seat'd everywhere, Md <m e w e fycm e*> Ups. 
There is a vast amount of anonymous fedk-poetry, variant 
yq a-lew simple phrjsScs and lhemcE, to which, tt* individual 
irineer can Ei^e a turn oE pathos or imaeinaiivc beauty. 
Anri there are icEejsds t of which some belong Id th,-^ great 
stock of Indian mythology, but others are local ; many of 
those have been made accessible to the West, by such 
well-known writers as LaJbihaH Do and Sister Nivedtta 
(Miss Margaret NuWle). 

THU iHRLUBtJCB o* TbE Whst |N thti Njwrtitbhth 
C jtteiURVr 1, Ctw LUeraittrfr Into this double stream of 
literary and intellectual tradition-, whose diverge wertere 
hardly mingled^ the fraud* ts and the folk-poets keeping 
aloof from one another for the most , part, came in the 
nineteenth century the life and thought of modern Europe. 
N:j put oi India was so powerfully affected by ‘ the New 
Lt*ruffm ' as Bengal. Tiie tide came fitat through Christian 
tSttfuuc, the work 4?d ibe Baptist miEqtmaries at Serampur,* 
and, wpcojally of Wilttom Cftrty, Of bLs manifold ttnritoe$ 
to- India this is not the place to speak ; but he took all 
knowledge as his province. from gramjnar to botany, and he 
set Indian . bandits working at translation and compilation, 
A great Indian, Rantfflohaft Ray, gave the new-found Ben- 
gali pnrae that nilsAlricLion which only genius could provide, 
and which neither native hcBhiIsx nor foreigner could 
give, fie produced the iirst Bengali preiSe which can 
claim permanent place ns Literature. Modem education, 
In the tluiticH introduced hy Dr. Doff on rciigiyus hpes, 
mid on secular ones (more than a douon years earlier) by 

L WorshLp ol i.ho yiHlii-vtuxd ot tied, fit fUren^th, slEntinod wills 
6IS4 BStuasn 

' AmburoE Cbt<nk\ KM&BtlHnt muara ■ t^ancf 

■ Correctly iHrirompcr. 
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David Hare and HUmwilU Ray, had immediate aud 
Lremfiiduus rasuLls. Other infhienwE contributed, among 
them the Short-liveli bait electne force of that ' m&rvel- 
loas hoy,’ JJerooQ. The modern age cyf Bengali literature 
bcitan ; by the sintka aa e^imQrdiiwjy ferment wasai w^rk. 
There were minds ol many types busy ; the patient* o-f 
Iswardiandra BidyaSREar, purist and scholar ; (he sober 
skill of Hemcteurdtra lianerji, introducing new but not very 
indtiae Itffic forma, nuch a deuonrias beginxiiur as Bryant 
save to American literature; lb* energy and intelUotuai 
kitce.ot Banti mchjtndjn CbaderiL, the novelist, 'the Soott 
of Bengal " ; the unequal and grandiose conception of NabLn- 
ohandja Sen, ‘the Byron of Bengal,’ Greatest of alh 
in literature, there had eotcie (he genius of Michael 
Madhiisudhao 1 Dalta, 1 the MiKon of Bengal, ' the dalureHwr 
of the sonnet and pf Uatik verse, whose epic, the MtgiiuaJ- 
bodkkabya, li;iriH;nE Sanskrit classical legend in an essen- 
tially mmajitk spirit , is to tills day the dnrling work of hLR 
toontrysnen, With ths old school the statement that 
Ratiodmuath Tagj.no ljl a greater poet than Mictoei rouses 
scoffing anger. 

2, On faiipieft. There was religious chaime, also. 
Carny Rnd RfUhuotiBiL Ray fought primarily for religious 
and .sodRl reform. How brave Ami sucoresfu] a hjtcJe 
il was men realise today, remembering that wklow.s are 
no longer butncd on. (he banks of Hugh, reuosTusinff, 
too r how ranch of Christian thought h,-^ been adopted 
Into the very breath of Hinduism. Th* ChristEan mission- 
aries were not alone in thdr belief that Hindus were 
idolaters. ^ The ljftliet w*s strandy held by the early 
kirahmos/ a fact which ama-scs Llie rational^ Hindu oE 
today. It wAS the incentive to the enlhusms^c propaganda 
of Dei^mlnuiath Tagore, the poets father, a pasjdnnate 
baler of idolatry, if ever (here was one. In this belicE 
RattmolsaiL Ray founded the Brahmo Kauiaj, a theistlc 
aflafudAtron, A presentation. copy of hi* Pmepts &{ 

3 Jte (Odk Gh; -jjrnt, Mickatl vn hewtvlng a Chrisfian, 

’ CicJlLtn has Ify vow prewtltwd (h« 'jpriJroy, flr&stno iix 
Brdhinc . ; aid, iaveflqUy, n tuUjjii kjuihI has, came lulo Lhe Ekwull 
p r r.-rj ll r> i- 1 ,'l _ j C i 0 . ElHkUgL uoi into ttd spsUing. 
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once In my possession, L i?Ktrdnsd. Lite tnscrJpU&n, 1 Wishing 
the success oE the causC of truth -PikS (b tyfed ^irtnibiLMjOin 
oE Idolatry In sU Eonns wb-i ■, Lever.' The Samnj was gradually 
Oungtitutcd out of vague tKgi.ir.ingi : , and rightly frames itseLf 
to Liit inspiration of cbo great reformer and to the small, 
lib^mlndtfl band whom he gathered round hint. After 
RnmuuihPn Ra/a (Seath In 1933, It frag kept just alive by 
the devoted Riu iraduLudrii RidyahagLsh and by DwAtkanath 
Tagore, who ti^l been, Rammohan Ray's- cldef^supporije? - . 
DwarJtauatfc Tagore, like Rairmutiftn Ray, vffcted Engla/ui, 
where ho was received with great- claMOiivt'tioEi and known 
an Prince l>wajJ;a:iath Titcorer When he died, he left a 
loinfusfid tradition of regal rourJiicerwc and extravagance anti 
rt hiiiiJ Lit heavy debts which his famous son carried and 
juid, gnjnK very far beyond any Ecgal obligation. That son, 
the- AfaAarjAi* was Eatlier of the poet. He has abundant 
claims to rtr:ii:mE:ra:iue (m bis owii account, His austere 
and noble Life, h-.s singularly 6o£ty and oourageoua character, 
won the veneration of his cotta try^nfin, og his title indicates. 
Ho set the Brahmo Samni on a firm Uisds-; H*d,lf Ramiibihadi 
Ray was its founder, he was Its first lawgiver. His sfatio* 
Uiagmfrky is one oE the most interesting -mpJ le^St irvortHd 
erf ml! spiritual documents, an cxccptionid boot in i^rtry 
way. With him for a fituo worked the brilhairt Keshab- 
chandra Ben : hut. he broke away in 19CS, causing the first 
of the Brahma schisms,. 

RAH]MOKANATK TM RaPEE.SSLSTATIVE- MAN OF BaN- 
c:at_[ Lite hAt era e Attb Thouoht, It has been part of 
Rabindranath 'g greatness that he haft gp-thenad up into 
his work all diuse influences, anti hfls wst A chuuiel in 
which jlII tliese screams have Bowed. To the d*a*ical 
inv.3 foJk-podry ErtitiLioaiH he has joined the eager cUriuMty 
of the most mntlom mind Bengal lias known, with a very 
wide acquaintance with physical science. The beiuity o£ 
his religious poetry hits made hita world-famous l but he 
was a Jovc-puet fsrxt, and a nnture*pos£ first ajh! last and 
ttiroiighuul his wort. In literature, he has been the repm- 
Fientutiw man of his time, in touch with the fulness c4 his 



c NthrAt Sam ia-keaa- 



1 Or. Great Sa%e. 
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Intellectual hmtseo. Even in Language tic has been a 
mediator and reconciler. He brc iftit the diction ol the road 
jind market into poetry r imd married it with the great alyle 
o£ Sanskrit literature. 

Ilea Homji mw SuKTtcMniriKGg, He was fortunate in 
hLa home, There is 4 Efengali proverb that (be goddesses 
of Lorming and Good Fortune, Saraswati and Lakshmi, 
will not li^e together. Yet an exception ixiu^t be admitted 
in the ease of the Tagores. The family has known time;: 
*£ erntkipraisinent inti debt, hut it has rtmapofaJI throughout 
one ot the very first families of Bengal, with extensive 
pc, lie css inns in land. At any rate, the poet ha? never known 
penury of so many of his ' threadbare, goldless 
Indeed,. I do not think Jiniuudal daffieulLy has 
e«r been the (SWse of anything; font was done or left 
undone an big edrtifllion and upbringing, But, though 
Lakshrni has been rood to the poor, who has praised her in 
many a tender personification — LakshcrJ, tha evei-ffradjous, 
ever-* mi ling goddcHH — Saraswati might be said to have 
made Ilia home- h$r tempt$, No other family h^ji record 
like the Tagores, In Addition to the distinction of leading 
the thought of the tkftbmo Samaj and of so much oi «ocielY 
in other than religious ways, in the persona of Prince 
Dwarkartath and hEs son the Mahartki, the family lias been 
rich In geaJwa and talent, Rabindranath's eldest brother, 
Dwijeodiraiiath, was philosopher, sod possetHor of a prow 
style wfejuai* to his thought i iuiothcr brother, JpotiritKlra* 
is An amateur artist whoso pencilled heads have won the 
enthusiastic praise of Mr. Will Rothcnstein-r- 4 1 know few 
modem portrait dtawinjpt that show greater beauty ftwl 
EnHLghi.’ 1 A thrftt brother was the first Indian to enter 
the Civil Service. His nephews, Abamndrojfflth and Csgan- 
cndrsjiath, arc the Great Twin Brethren of Eiengati, nr, 
indeod, Indian AtL The former fa head of the Aft School 
which arltaiJy, pupils from all part* ot the land, und oEten 
iiom foreign Lands; for a long time, he was headmaster oE 
the Government Art School. His paintings have a world- 



the ETLr.dinc 
jeuealosie.' 1 



■ [Scary Vaughan. To Mtz Fyitttd (■in i)b>* Il(artKi), 
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wsde several tiring paitjunlnrly well known. lie 

writes -sStrert. stories, especially for children r ivriics ss wd] 
■ii s he points, acoc-nlng p Dr, Brf.-cndrfjimh Herd. His 
brother, GBOJicndranfith, is- unequalled as a blaeli-auid-white 
artist'. The family leads in music no fesa than In the other 
arts : and the woman are only teas UJ&tttisd than the men. So 
that Rabindranath, farm his, earliest clay-*, jjjrtw up jp the 
one house where ail the sniginir tides of (be (raMar Renata 
s&n£0 Haight fldw round his daily life, and fill Ihe -air he 
breathed with the exhilaration of their fresh airs. That 
rambling Jorasanko 1 house held 

' iHti: cnctrriEnri. cperrng an tbf Emm 
Df perilous in faery iandn ' 

Uhl were anyth-njf but forlorn — rather, their waters 
thronged with lhe white Sail* of bmmreobit: and ndiy, 
e=£*- voyagers. 

BUVitOOai. He whs bom on May Sth, 10fil- H«S R*min- 
itcfnrts hare sketched the story oE his early days. His 
austere father, more and more withdrawn from the world,, 
yet aware of everything that happened in his vast household, 
was at first s pervading presence, seldom seen or spoken 
wllIl The boy tost bin reatber in childhood, and his 
□pbc-ir-um^ dey-u^ed rtiu^h On Ui servants. CM these first 
days he writes critically. Vet be ffoes nut seem to liave bat) 
much to ccrapism of. Tutors were provided, to whom he 
paid little attention, tkbools wn? tried, wbfeh be ^con 
managed to -escape. All his life, be has declined the orthodox 
pstEis, with grreat satisfaction to himsclE ami witb almost 
ujcoJIoyod gara to Iils poetry. Ho was croc of those boys 
when ftrt- Unfitted for- any soft of ton^h-aird-tunable. It 
took a lot of Hpp:en(iHjship t& life to make him for- 
get his shrinking nervousness. His real education 
came, not irenn the desultory and experiniestsJ aliema- 
tioa of tutor and schooL, with a background of tint* 
spent with sen-yan is, but Emm the whole drunmstftnces 
and envin imveni of his Life. The Jotuanb house is a 
vast, nnuUinj; congeries of mansions and rcnjinfl, represent- 



‘ Tbe Calcutta [porter ■where tlte TfiffSre fJijnily-brtiiK- Is- 




EARLY LITE; FIRST LITERARY PERIOD 1 

inf tbc wtdmji of many Ecnerations, These ran round a 
central courtyard, and look out upon crowded Calcutta- 
Ill the poet's youth, he could wabta. l 1 1 ■;■ strange* alien life of 
the poor who inhabited a cluster of miserable huth tabue 
the great bouse j sad perhaps the dominant picture of bl$ 
fftrainiicMcs si dial uf a dreaming, interested child stand- 
1PE with faoe peeJatsl against the veranda rai Ibres, He could 
watchjitm, the folk who (am# to tathe jp. the i?nh ; and in 
these curl/ days hist mimd w-as ilneady xtorinE many « 
vignette, Trupy 4 iswi ftlyiatwi eiLmix^ of habit or 
idiosyncrasy, iVithin doors was a Life so varied and busy 
that it was abundant compensation for the outside Esur that 
he missed, estcept as spectator. Here every movement 
found echoes, ami the politics! and literary and refisioias 
diaturbajoccs rippled against These banks. Ilis brothers 
were eager and full oi genius. He was encouraged to 
write verse almost as soon as he could wait ; and he 
waa a member of secret nocietiea Lhat studied politics in 
what was loll by tliei? member ^though not by Govern- 
ment) to be a very bold and re volutin nary freedom. 
Music and drima wore tbt air he breathed, He bait k*ld 
ns of the way hi& eldest brother entraoved the hi.i bite hold 
with the poetical opnflenoc oE his ZVre m -J pu r n*r ^ afld 
of the way his fourth brother improvised mebidy after 
melody. 1 The women were hardly Less gifted, and- were 
certxfady not Less eager. The shy, sensitive boy msuife 
friends early with women, and found the best and most 
delightful of confidantes in his brother JyotErinrlra's wife. 
Her death was tlie event which clouded Ida young manhood, 
yearn fcvfer. 

His boyhood liad notable euptrienoes. He went into, the 
country, a few miles fibow QaAcnti*, and his firtnittfiantat 
tell oE the ecstasy with which he He* saw fresh mornings 
and unspoiled sunsets, In words often [[noted.. " evtiry 
mOTvuPg, as I awoke, I somehow felt the day corning In me 
like a new gilt-eriged letter with some unheard-of news 
ami ting irt on the opening of the envelope, And, lest I 

1 '■}'! HitaiifiKutm OnusUiiTvc, p I ?■' j 

1 jky fftKtiniiciacxi fmiulalEwi. p. I‘jr.j 
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should low any fragment tff it, | would bun? through my 
toilet to my chair outside.' ’ Past the garden flowed the 
Ganges. in later days the- lifeblood pulsing through bis 
manifold work in prose Wd verse. Then his father, wn 
incessant traveller, took the buy with him- He stayed 
some time at Bolpur f which today is world-famo-iis for his 
school anti retreat. It was, chanteterislic of the hoy that 
lie shoutd keep bis eyes tightly closed, when joupseying 
|be two mijfc; between the railway station, and "his Eaiber^ 
home. He was unwilling to have anything gnyluid or 
disenchanting about his first sight. After Bolpnr came si 
month in, Amritsar, and then the H i rrj l1 ■ lyjUv- 

BH^OAtr Its LuhsKjUK, There are two BcngaLs. 
There la Bangui by the Ganges.. a land of luxnriaiit voge- 
tadun, of fields of an incredible lushnosa and greeoneaa, 
of pools where black-and-white ku^gtisheirs dart and hawt, 
of grest white-headed kites -silting mi telegraph wires and 
poics, of Stretching sandtsmka climbing out of the lasy 
stream to Mm their bread of drowsy, drifting smLs, 

and of that mighty, worshipped river. This is the Bengal 
which Rabindranath knows and has celebrated in countSess 
pas-sag re, his life one with its life of steady flow and sudden 
storm and flood. He knows its raPr-irw alien currents, 
its dreadful roar and tussle of cloud and lightning and 
thunder. It? e^qisitt peats; and stillness, its vast 
Then there itt the other Bengal, lifted -off the nuhi»tKlt, 
dry and arid, a land where sandstone crops ap, ared latcritc, 
where the jungle is Ml' and mimosa anti rough tangle of 
sJsypli, with splits and fissures where dwarf date-palms 
grew and whidn finliti* Crowds: in H]ipi^ with brick-red 
flowere* Hcs Jrrwjwktlg* of this Uengul ewtie late, when In; 
settled at liolpur — Eor the first Bolpcir sojourn was a very 
brief one, and the years ot his manhood were spent beside 
or upon the great floud of the Gauges. Hence, his forests 
are often, conventiftit&l, arc ' flow try forests," and entirely 
lick Hay distinctive word which shows thut he has Seen. 
But his rivcr-scer.es arc as perfect as they arc numerous. 



’ flfy ifttuimztiucis (Uaralruioa, p. tSJ. 
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Ik is a river-poet, Eirel and last. The Himalayan weft the 
wry sout of hi* father^ passionate delight But to the son 
they have teen very little. They at* resEtiiftoent scenery— 
towering, dripping fore&ts, Htd slopes on which he has 
■gathered a few chaimlng conceits and comparisons pcca- 
BOTsily, They have never given his spirit a home, 

iii£ WamNOBi Befii icsi tf-r,s asm Juvenilia 
I n his J?tminii£tnctt he h*S left ^sme desultory notes on 
lia first ap^eapuujea in print . 1 These occurred before- She 
was fifteen. He thus has the doubtful honour of standing 
berirte Cowley and Mrs. Browning in precocity ; and his first 
productions were no more valuable ritai their*. Verse and 
criticism appeared, in Gyn*Sit£tir r —Sfir&Hiiftg tiwowfedfie-. 
His brother Jyntj'rinttra. hooded rnur.y projects, among 
them a fine of patriotic {if, Btncali-ownod and run) steamers- 
and a monthly, the BA&rati. The latter enterprise Had the 
boy-poet as one of tl» crew, and for Jong enough it wAs 
his mcdiui n of expression, au much so that bis first fifteen 
years of Jlleiary activity might be called the BhiraSi 
period. His first, long poem, The Petl'i Star?, saw tire 
light in Bh&retfiy and presently in boolt-form, — hie first 
work to attain that distinction, la wpa his Jiudymim Or 
Alasior. But (or long eprmgh Jje wiis to be writing 
Ejidymsaji! and Aitutm. ft wm no accident that Shelley 
bewtK his favourite poet for a time. The shadowy world 
of A poet's inner adventures, of his loneEinesk*. of his vast, 
vague, universal benevolence nl love,— this spadtius world 
held him in IhraJJ, ag the Realm of Fuftry held True ThomaiA 
In Hiieh a world, yeans may pas* and yet seem to the captive 
like weeks. Another book, Bettiapkxi — Wild Fhwtrt — 
Rppcared about the same time, a story bs verse, Ho wrote, 
too, G&tftli, lyrical ballads intluonioeil hy Scott. Wrote, also, 
moat c?E the Bkdnsi Singh woes, with wh«Jh, he nearly 
twenty are *t:E in print, his literary career is usually con- 
sidered to have begun. 

Rabindranath has always been exceedingly susceptible to 
tb* fiiintpkr me[odi*E, drawn by titwe far more than by the 
great classic!!] achievements cF the Muse, which win 



■ Mf Ran in i itrf rt^e t ftnoiJaliin.pg. J St scq.}. 
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lutfiUis-inal rsuugnLtJan from him rather than cothusiasm. 1 
The lyTir fnnfui which Hemehandra Eanciji was introducing 
from fJ'iietiJsh were too ordered and conventional to tike 
hiK Fftney, hut stiKjh artless E-trains- as the songs of Eiihf-.riJ&l 
ChakrutwlL charmed him, and so, even more, die] Lhe old 
Vaisuava. lyrics, He read about Cbatcermn, and, a* was 
nctur*!, was fired Co emulation:, fie incarnated hLs Muhc as 
BAenv iVflf A — Lim &i tkeSuti — a sort of play on his nme, 
Hefif, which means i’rrt — a supposed a^kient Viisnatfa 
lyrist, With these psa ado-archaic suiigH, he Fuelled hi a 
countrymen, He tells with glee hew Dr, NistijfcsnU 
Chatterji was awarded a Gefnian Pli,D, for a thesis. on 
BencRli lyric poetry, in which Jjka-nn Singh was given 
hiffh honour as- one oi tLie aedent, glories of bis land's 
literature. He says Lmluv that the poems, could have passed 
as old with no one who realty knew (he older lienpali 
poetry. The verses echo Chi conventional themes and 
style, flutes and flow*™ and Farads, Radha lamenting 
Krishna's absence or ntgfcci -ulcI the port comforting her, 
Rabindranath tMamisttes ihrm with scorn, as the tune of a 
* hurdy-gurdy ' otrfnpwed with the gcjinirre music oi the real 
Vaisnava poemK, They arc better than that, however, 
especially two nr three whkh were written several years 
later than the rrst, 

Rirtffr Visit TO BtfCitAsali, 3B77, On September JOth, 
1377, he nailed for England. He returned a year later, 
reaching IJpmbsy on rJovcmbcr 4th, 1378. His stay was 
not a very happy eapciicnce, and he las fwetferved sente 
tUKpkawnt stories and folded some unpJeaaanter eummenta, 
in his KemiHisutUM? Sonic prejudice against England 
md things English, dif-pellcJ for only :l Sheri porict! follow* 
ing cm the success, of the tKUwdated GitSnjali, prcbablv 
-■struck root ia this visit. l.eii pry at a Visitor fit Jiitrufi'r, 
dwcriptii* of bis e* iMiknces, ^pprtired in Bkdrati, Ido 
foand England as; inimical io the Mure as English poets 
have found India. As Schiller hits observed — and the limes 
apply more (4 poe(s than to most men — 

1 Knlidasa^ work ft Oia Baffeplwn, tD the truth of this statcraerui. 

" pp. L5f! 
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' Cling ti> thy ffl.llmrlsDU. towp |m)M sppott it 
With uJt <liLn« D*n^ | ptir ni ml? Mil Lily JHreqiflh 
H*t let. firwtL twls. V&Uw in -Ad n"ifu ' Hg.i1 
ThM Ml sbHibril for t*w, -vr remainse 
A hftlnritU' rwstl, rur-evecy vied 'o map.' 

Yet Ifre Engli-sb stay wot not altogether fruitless, He bow 
sac-v for the f.rst Uih dose i-.t hand, u magic sight (rtyvfb^tt 
he mack: the discover/ U i:=L human nature it: vsry like 
httmsm naiufc -everywhere; and he re»3 the Rtiigio Mtflid 
with Henry Morley, art experter** whose ddightfalness tic 
mentions gratefully In this day. Also, he had bilks with 
Lcktu Pslfc, * foUowsLndrait, the brilliant and unfortunate 
ftdend whew; abounding vigour and eager appredajtiyciiess 
carried JtabfndnHiath Eotward into sc many poetical assays, 
BsotSHtiraGs and Juvrhilu Comtimpeu. This brief 
jvjiglic-h sojourn was hardly a break hi this first Literary 
period, Scattered over. or radier , crowded Inin these years 
were a number of writings lyhich deserve mru-LLon, af cmly 
to show his abundance and variety, Kume wife before the 
English visit. some followed it; but all prtttded hi? twenty 
first year. The jirose was, on the whole, more noteworthy 
ilia-n the vense, His Ltittriaf a- Viiitw ttEvr&pt, idready 
OKUffojttd, are frosb and free from pose. He has always 
been a first -rale fetter-writer,. whether in public or private 
correspondence. Then there was a famous assault on 
on Michael Dutt'a Msghttuditv<ttu The poet amifes over 
Llua today, and expresses remorse. When it appeared it 
attracted much notice. The poet has always, lmen a moat 
Jadependeut critic of IJceraturt- 
Thcn there was a very tsuiy ftovel, fiarnwi— PUj* 
There wps fZudrasbmiis, n blank verse tragedy- Young 
ports revel in gloom,, and in these years the young 
Rabindranath took the mournful view of life which is 
usual at such an age. The drams, says .Mr. Mahalanobis, 
* is very uieliHlnitriiilu:. with a stem father, a poet as 
lover, and the inevitable Ophelii-iili* Amiyn. Roth father 
and daughter die in the Inst scene, [caving the poet lament* 
mg'.' This poetic gloom is summed and massed in 
fSkagns-Hridaya— The Broken HiarL This was a lyrical 
drama, very popular at the time. Ifo songs apd a lew lyrical 
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passages, lie l:ns preserved in his Jitvtnilia^ 01 this poem 
he wrote, thirteen years biter, 1 in language which recalls 
Keats's fartiuiL$ cHstu^tiun between the iir.agiuiitjoik of a 
boy and that of 4 man. with his reni.irkN On the ii reinitiation 
of the period between;* rl When I inf£fta to wfil* Ekagna- 
fJridaya, \ was eighteen— neither in Thy childhood nor my 
youth. This bonkrlani age is ikH ijtu mined with the direct 
rays of Troth ; its reflection is wen here mil the» and the 
rest is shadow. And like twilight shade* it* pmagioLuja 
are lonsdlRHIO: and vague, making the real wurifl seem hie 
a world of phantasy. The. coikms part of Lt is tihai put-only 
was I eighteen, tail, everyone around me seemed to he 
eighteen likewise ; and we all flitted about m the same 
liiseli**, substrmeelcss world of Lmaginatio-n , where even the 
most intense joys and sorrows seemed like the joys awl 
sorrows of dreamland- There being nothing to wei eh them 
against, lhe trivial did duty tor the great." He adds, 1 This! 
period, of my life., from the ago of fifteen, or sixteen to 
twenty-two or twenty-three, was one of utter disoplerliiwss,’ 

PlStrou Of E tnr ell ect ual a.pd LitpRARv 

EiKFfiHiHBFtr (1EB1-S7). With Et m-fvf Si*gi t it become 
clear that he was a poet, and a new and true one. Vet it 
cannot be said that they were remarkable, taken on their 
absolute merits, One cau say <sE Qnect r Mab that it con- 
tained the prophecy of genius- , but not that it had any 
permanent worth. Something more can be said of Emtittg 
S- m$& t and much more of the two or three bent pieces ; but 
the group ay a whole cloys with sameness of thought and 
epithet. Its greet achievement is atmosphere ; and the 
poems are free, straying and feeSbsg after a metrical Liberty 
undreamed of as yet in Rental! Literature. 

Earning Sangi are almost more remarkable for the 
swiftness anti completeness vrilh which. they were over- 
passed, than for ihelr myn rtkCiiim, merits real enough but 
on tangled in a juTtgLo of siibjeelLvLty and hidden and choked 
by monotony of style- A break in this mood was provided 
by two modal comedies, Balmiki Pratib )& — The i}™ui 

1 My (treu«Gntlud r P- U9>- 

1 EtreJvtu to £fr iflyvp'th*- 
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et Vrfmiki-^vwX A W ftfrigxyd — Tft* Faitfui Hunt* Music 
ia Ld his ttoodj and RHhmdrimith has afwaya ‘seen able L> 
lift himself by its wings curt of depression or morbid 
coiKcm with his inward Lift, A Eantou* singer In his own 
country, he has delighted many Western ftifiiud? alsn by 
singing tusowni tunes, oi which fie bat composed JnmLlrtsJK. 
I re juc niter, when wo were Looking over rirenilHtions 
together if i asked, 1 What is tine Bengali for this; phrroe? 1 
be ■would arfewer, ' Wait a minute.. 1 and ihen, tnppiiyg the 
table, would sing through the poem in epa-aAjen) til] he 
the passage. He told me thaL onne, when he 
mas seventeen, be wag speaking in a largo minting ,; and 
after ilia speech the audiejKO clamoured for a song,, 
which be gave, s-.irdckg bis voice, so ihsrt (so in his 
modesty he alleges) it has iMhrer- been right since. It La 
safe to a ay that this dotorioratiaci ban Im-sen iwticed by no 
one hit LilaiHclE. To ids two mosarMl o^medijes ho gave a 
rapture which he tetls us has never gOr,<j to the making of 
any cither work of, his. If so, It most have been rapture 
indeed, for no poer. :n more inME^red, with n very fury of 
QonoertlTati&n, them he when works^ or more exhausted 
when the inflitfenCO haa elitafcl- When B&trtikf PraiihAS 
Wft* written, hfcl bon™: was a FnuntftUl of touff, whose 
otjuki-ng nentre wft* hjs brother Jyotirindra. Eahbidranntb, 
with his uhafscterisric feeling after and aruuw^lioii of what- 
ever whs useful to him, mingled Western tunes, feofft 
Moore's frith Mfiodieit with Indian. TJse poem shows 
traces of the influence of English folklore. Ira robbers are 
very like Rohan flood's band and it has a chorus of wood- 
nymphs who- arc very like English fairies. &hik ui the 
songs remain popular. 

From Svyidhj/A S&ttgSt — Ei'£niii% Songs— v{£ natur- 
ally to Pr&i/hal SaAgil — Af timing Sang u The two books 
are usually coupled togeiiKn. Ifut I oflttnot under-stand 
how anyone can. fail to see the immense advance- repre- 
sented by the latter and only slightly inter book ; advance 
£n technicLii*, En of treatment, in ob.fectivJty r and 

in healthiness of tone anti atmosphere. Ajittumai' Chat re- 
bard, the best of Kabindranatri'E critics, saw this, and 
always insisted that ASaming Swigs was one of bis key- 
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books, an epitome and microcosm of his later work, A 
shorter bool than the Evtni ?jjf it lira more variety . 

i-n A $Ly1e nfcw and i milked! atftiy put' hi Or. he wrote hid 
Bibidha or Varwas Tepid- In tbSc, the 

subject ist of want important*, the matter eratsfiite for the 
manner^ Sake, ft is the yonmi tiger shATpraiiiE bis claws 
oai (be bsrta o£ any trees Shut took- his fancy ;: snd bcauti- 
lufly seamed the trees are, cy the keenest of ckujfl. The 
first novel which he ernes to acknowledge, BmuSd^vTiHiir 
Fi#(> bebnes to this period. Mora Important than any out- 
ward msrufeststion of It was the inward ilium Luationi which 
pierced through his world at tliis time, reaching him in a 
drab to mac 1 of Calcutta and flooding his mind with a 
happiness which has never wholly ehl£d and has known 
many periods of renewal. His tody, no less (ban his mind, 
travelled now, mid hi& environment dcLugcd. lie sojourned 
at Karwar, on the Western towW , in 1B&.1 , where be steeped 
bU mind in tbe vest, spre^ing landscapes so beloved by 
him, the sandy bcacii and winding estuary o£ the Ualureuli 
Kivcr. In UoccjnbcT ot this year he married. 

The Duuui-e Aim op Hts Art. Even thus early, the 
doable aim of his are had manifested Itself— m jjt*e into 
touch with the vast world. In all Liu endlftw moods and 
expressions, and to escape frc.nn it. From iirSt to kst, hla 
poetry has been die faithful tTUnscripc o£ his soul. Hence, 
when Ills ml™! lues bean confused and muddied, hia poetry 
has been d rinded and clogged., And when his mind ho$ 
attained tv .■serenity, cither in dear vision of Lie outside or 
sitting ojnoE from the world-pageant, he baa .achieved thaJt 
poise and calm for which bo is best known in ibe West. 
HEs earliest poetry represented rather that side of him 
which sought escape and evusdrai than the wandering 
pilgrim-aide. Tlierefure, in th£ colluctioii oE his wcirls 
edited by Babu MohaJttbflaidra Sen, 1 his first poems nre 
entitled Heart-Wildtmttt, and Pr&bkiit SiTigit is iilftccd in 
a section called Emergnte- But now, Li bjfi Kurwar stay 
this Emergfttcf phase became wliat It was to remain for 

1 “liffou irrraps poena n^nfdl«* or viinuoiilcoy. It is cfHntf 
I'j the stnon; sLuilKQt. 




EARLY UPE ; FIRST LITERARY PERIOD IS 



UPHrty years, the ruling mood of bis activity, He wrote 
pfainrt JSevmgt, the first af his non -symbolical plays. 
This has teen englished as .Sbiryai/, ajtd the reader can see 
bow rtrtmrloMe it la. Oct hLs return to CakutU, he wfute 
Pirtarti Prt(J Sqxku A sent* of lynoS Sufficiently cbaracWr- 
feed by their title. These are more objective thMi any 
previous lyrics. ' Whatever my ayes fell upon found a 
respond within me .' 1 He liad drawn dnaer to tl&e stirring 
liJf withciiit.'Ll:nuj;h he (w$ dt^wiv okwet fes $p«Wito<r ornly. 
From his Jorasnuko home be wnlcbed incessantly and with 
deepcriim sympathy the life cf that puiglc of poor huts 
before his door. He is still entangled iu his maoiterism& ; 
but the tenhruqUG jfi growing firmer with every bunt, jjilL 
this book muitiinS some very vivitl effects and imprewiens. 
KaHni, a short prose drama, followed. This it no longer 
in print, and its theme, ' a tragedy of errors / 2 has teen 
more mercifully worked out in MSyUr k'.Wfu. Nalini, Lite 
httrune, fa Ln !uve with NirajJ, hut hides the fact, Dis* 
gppoiiftol, Rtriufc miirries Niruji half in pique, The latter, 
Learning the story, flies, possibly by suicide, and attempts in 
dying to reconcile ber husbiuid ami his first arid real love. 
But ^alird refuses recoiidliat ion , announdnt that aim wiU 
aoori join Hliajl. In Afnyjir khrlZ, the haidnii ewmettisihly 
Kfub awfly her lurtr, but atierwards repents in vain, for he 
has returned to a former forsaken love. 

Lexer auv ExusatMitfr aero Efboet ik Many Rends. 
These were days of extraordinary busyness arai happincss. 
He was writhig ami speaking uruurtairtlyr Ftose anti 
wree came alike with catie and sbundnrjcc, Affc&stfid — 
Diicuitism — misocLIanco’is essays, chiefly critical, was Like 
nothing j jS hitherto. RnbiodTonath is a. Subtle 

critic, especially On the -suly of form. His tritldsms 
arc impressiynist, as UiosC Of r«fs. often rue : . but they f re- 
quenrtfy lay tare by a flashing stroke doep-buried truch wltLJj 
the professional critic misses, with all his careful Mean'll mil 
adequate equipment-ns the Ctufufd Bedouin may find an 
insenption ■worth ad that the whole effort of the archaro- 

1 j *ty ktfninisciucii ftnusdattm, p. 2.12). 
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Logical survey party and their elaborately funusJicd camp 
has luicartltci ft&rtL rthi — Ths. Saint- King* — is a novel o£ 
this time, afterwards used aa the task; of his greatest 
drama,. Biiarfajt [Saeri Mayor ATAW4 — T'ht Play of 
illusion — a musical drama, ahtwed his genius fbclingf iyut 
again in the dlrectkrae Lt had in BabniAi Praiihhd. 
It is hard to say -whether his genius nans more naturally to 
music or to verse. Many of his songs owe tbeii popularity 
to their tunes ;li |eus.t ii_s much as to their wdrds ; and tti 
many cases words ftjvd Urn* are inseparable. Mayor Khrld 
added to the number of his popular son^a. Like Bqlnttia 
Prntibfin, it ha. 1 ? » ehorp!! oE fairies, called ' Maids of Illusion/ 1 
SamdlBoAntid, a second volume of prose miscellanies, was 
pubdaJiwJL Ho made many discomiccted raids into public 
Lie and social politics, wrote ajid apoke on dl-ncalionHl 
question^ Altogether, he was oonaiderahly the ntost 
important figure among the yomiger literary m#n, Ilis 
activities drew him first into cranhideKhip find co-operation 
with Banklmehaudj-a ChattcrlE, the novelist, aud then. when 
IWiVitn's reactionary reliant na views become pronounced 
nud RCEfcssive, into conflict with him. Mere than onoc, 
Rabindranath Eu-.md himseLE ilw! his words the centre of 
sharp controversy, nohildy after a lecture on Hindu 
Mary tag* in IBS?. And, te trwn this period of work, his 
first great hurst of activity liefore he attained maturity of 
thought and e^preaainn, he published Kart e K&nal — 
SAarfis ami pialf , This book, with Ptiinrtt and Songs, 
represents the high-water mark oE his early Lyrical achieve- 
ment. Ajil CftaknAartfs distmetion may be admitted, that 
Pictures and Sengs have more imagination. (? fancy)* and 
SAargf and Plats more emotion, Skarjn and Flats 00ft- 
tains rtaiEie cE his best poems, or, at Least, poems only just 
below tips best, Ptilsris and Songs, an itA tide suggest.-j, 
IttuH. Ins double cbarajClefisciti l Ids; irueludy , and his gift 
of Landscape (not for getting human figures), in thfc* kmd- 
sa^ipes there Ls already present his quality of wonderful 
repose r bit the pictures are disjointed and iiREnientary, 

’ Kiwi: we say ' M.iu-A1-ni>^ns J t 

1 The jJ i wwfl is. mud to nu;m bot'n fancy mil imaginafL-M 
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There arc Ear greater things io Sharps arid Flats, especially 
a group of splendid sonnets, Tins form he was (a use 
with great success tor die ne*L four or five ytors, after 
which be ubsuudniued it for rai cnHy-dowiug iorai, of seven 
rhymed mu pL-tf s, the ht'.L-e in (dippers, On the- whiilu, be 
haa written the rhymed eouplet readily than -any other 
metre, and thbi parLcniir mtkllfka'Llon o( it is tu»e he faJis 
taui Qrt (nr expression flf Odd momenta of ybrerrattup or 

fttSTAgr With (he$e sonnets were others, more or less 
amatory raid dedicated to Ekrtficatiani of woman "a physical 
Ohamij ’‘J’btse are flawed by OOnccits, often of the -most 
extravagant him], HengvLi opinion hart never condemned 
these; indeed, does not condemn them lo this day. Michael's 
wort, is well as that of okfer poets, is a mangrove -swamp 
of conceits — "shy even in the Bengali, ' as Mr. Mahalanobis 
ncmarti; h 1 whereas Rabi does not sound so ally in the Bengali 
as he does Lit English,' The puerilities of the worst Eliza- 
bethan verse did not sound silly to the writer a con- 
temporaries, But, though these sonnets did not horrify on 
literary grounds, they did on moral ones, and won for 
Rabindranath a reputation as daring and wicked. This 
reputation be enhanced In CfritrlU^ada, before Binging all 
excuses for it behind him Cot ever, 

FrrtsT PEncoo up Maturity' : Puhe-lv Ljtrearv Freddd 
(1337-95). Pit hires a*id Sotlgi ai'id Sharps and Fiats 

make up together Mobil Bobu's Dream at Vanik* That 
DrSam Jiss. never quite Left Lise pnul; nnd It was to 
throw glamorous- wings about his wonderful years of 
manhood. Hi' now tried to jxd, hm Jrejim :«(<> re n Crete 
CxgKn mtiist. He went O-b^.ipnr, famed Fur its nnses. rani 

litre he llred the poetic life, -shut in with ftowery titfcbet*. 
Here be wrote most of Afanasi, the booh with which bU 
g™ins deftnitcly attains maturity, both in power over rhythm 
and thought. The verse is compact- After this, when he 
searches for Fonr., it is not because he is not term's master, 
lie experiments to enlarge the range of his instrument nod 
not because he fumbles with it within its present rail go. 
There are poems in. .‘Wiirif.fz — The AlinTs Rmbadimeni, or 
fireman — which explain why the fih;izipur sojourn 
(misled. There i* the group ol poems whn^i Savagely 
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satirise hi? countrymen, the 1 rice-SAtikV, milkJrinktsg Idle 
erf Bengalis ,' 1 From his rose-bowers, She waa watching 
with the angriest scorn the bigotry and bine and Yiurteeited 
folly of tho Neo-Hindu. movement. One of the poems, 
IJJshttssss- Prat fair — Pttathing e! Mi uraS a 

lofty aiid sfciicraus tribute to a Salvationist missionary wEto 
wlih h:uL;iliy assaulted, and a accreting RJTfiigninenl of his 
iKailants, Other poems pour the fiercest contempt on the 
' Atyan ' boosting which, arrogated to the Eexcaiis of the 
present all the virtues, rest and imaginary, of the Indian 
heruk ll^c, wlule il left them complacent regarding the 
cmeftie* flatted timed by soda] rules. Other poems, again, 
make :\ fiuniai attack on those sotial nilaa, and especially 
i m the aJsiminailo-ns of child-marriage of girls, it is no 
wonder that 3 pcet sen militant amid his rosea should have 
:;nnn aalltetl out frOm their shelter, Manaus shows, too, the 
virile influence of Elrnwcung, who had succeeded Shelley as 
the chief E.ngEi^h influence 0 ™ U* pufit. 

Mtiwati brings us driven to the yea? 1990. The same 
period of detachment frorq the world produced iCfttg und 
QimtXy one oE the be** of thi^ fl^t grempof drajiias. those in 
which the symbolism is rabordtfnsjw to the action. In this 
play, BLkram'E selfish love and its fate are a reflection of the 
poet's own conclusions from eaiwrie^oe- Man can be freed 
from the SETpanL-cotEa of such sieve by sorrOw,atidby sorrow 
alone. These two worts, tnc lyrical and the d muriatic, ire 
the reel Erh.tr g&sct in ttc story of RabiadtUMth's wort. 
For his entry upon the world of ordinary men, an entty so 
tong delayed, till now he was on the threshold of his thirtuelh 
year-, was at hajid. Leaving Gbas-ipur, he determined to 
travel A^mss India In 1 bullock-cart, on the Grand Trunk 
road, to P^shayvur, "eating vastness, " to (juotc Ajit feiafnj’ 
Hr would be a siKrtirfc.r of Jjfe'a pdfgriimgc, usiug wafcfehil 
ey cs, l±id ! he iWfltarrf?, who Pw most things that happen- 
ed in his family, now intervened with the suggestton that 
bis son should go to ShiLcwla urnl manage tlse family estates, 



L itwroirAi Asha. 

■ RabsiK*ran&tts, p.3L. Ajit Ikibd Un: plTO* Item Dnwaitta 
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At first, observes Ajit Batn drily, 1 ' die poet was just a 
liLtle : l L rfi: tl at !he ilftslic of W&rk, bat a’, last lie ciciaernlntl.’ 

Biit first lie ]flid a second brief visit to EikEl-andt, 
chnjnjideijl in hift Diary <rf a J/fjirufy 1st Estrdfv- He 
travelled <Sn the Continent, and $*udred German and 
EOKQKfil] Funsic, 

At SkiLejpA: Tjhk SAtjhana PekiQp, lie was now 
thirty. At Shikida he spent the most prolific period oE 
his amazingly prolific bikt. The went five years might 
be called the SfldAanti* period, from their close connection 
with (he magazine of that name, 1 incomparably the best 
periodiial Bengal Ims knmm/ 1 This tiitc ceded to Fikaraii 
and has itself been suoocodDd by a El ter magazines. Each 
new pliaae of activity, literary or political, has seen the poet 
expressing libiiself through a new medium, aa if pt^c 
LhuughEs required ;l new drfcsSL Yean* have mrult nO tew on 
hi* lesuLines* to adopt new ideas, on his bnyi:* willingness 
to new movements or societies, In. l&fl ho was 

prepared t» start nn intemationiLl University, just as 1£)17, 
several years hcEnre the non-co-operation movement began 
to look about for an indigcnoiiii scheme of education, 
saw him eagerly arranging for a Bengali Name University 
Library* A great part of Satikam J he wrote himself. 
One striking leatare of the uaagaabifi war* its eager interest 
in the latest science of every kind. Ti:l.v mienua has 

always- ljeen an oUEsAarjdbn; characteristic of the- pon, 
Hut H Lbe Sktliereen SiagLe bad tts eye on r other matters 
as weft, Rabindranath"* Diary pi Shi Fiti EiitmttSi 
provided a critics Bin of lire, of icrmrkabk chaim and 
philosophical insight. MwcdfaneouB articles gave Eul3 play 
to his power* of vivsctoDS journalism, He smacked art 
society aid at tradition. Impo rtani palitnhl writing belong 
to these incisive pages. Moat of all, tie enlarged upon (lie 
mei'.ntieSA itnd MiemkLjaiiy ill nhv.iys, pcLilbirurig Govern- 
ment —a foreign Government— for tiling* muted. Mach 
of whet is most independent, and, not a little of what the 

L XtMmltiHtSUi. p 31. 

1 Medjtaiioi . 'jTt SifShiM n*:. vaunt miK be liulingui'lv-il 
iron: tr# wir>i sir Knglish Jodures entiiled Hadk&Hd. 

' klr. f'fc.Lui:il |i. BuhbJ«iotilt. 
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authorities have fount! most tnyubitpwnw, in recent Indian 
politics! thought, uwea it* spring to RFibrir.drflHath's teaching. 

Jov cm Nat^ke. Yel This crowded time waa one of the 
deepest aisd must Jojows eft'mFmnion with Nature, The 
famiLy estate* are not very widely scattered, yet suJTl- 
deudy fw to entail a gwsd deal oE travelling by baaL Hue 
diief, Indeed almost I he only, feature of the landscape is 
the Padjiui, yt C^ngca. On its breast he spent wonderful 
days, anil these leisurely hours built up the tranquillity of 
his later yt*ir> lie i»i rarefy happy in Ida Imidficape* till 
he has adder! n river to them. In the hunted yearn of his 
wryrld.fttmc, wlim notoriety became too much for him, he 
has many a time fed to his ' dunks and reedbeds.' as he 
once put it in a rejoicing letter to me. 

itt COpt'act tvetk the People. Al Shileida he came 
into intimate touch with the people at last. No man ever 
had less of class- fee Eing ; in. this, as in many feature* uf 3ua 
poetry, ho has resembled SlreUey. Roth arifltocrs.t8 by 
Earth, both have never accepted Their heritage of soci&J 
superiority. Now at Sbiieuda the poet showed himself a good 
business man, and ■. I.e zciniudUri pm-.; ]« res I in hi* iha-ge. 
He has always take]] Ltie teeenvsL interest in r.gricnh'.iral 
Improveipent, and many new method* of Earning hmvebwt 
introduced by Wta, fn JaLer years, his son Knthindranath 
was educated in thu United State*, the crjrmtry which, in his 
father^ opinion, rives the best i miring in pnvctkal science, 

Tnm irffp-j,' a delightful correspondence, fives a dose 
picture yf these dreamily wideawake yeare, with their 
leis-ureLy Iwsyntes, In them wo can truce the genesis of 
many, if not most, of his short stories f in thorn is many a 
teiciliM sketch of life or kmdacapc. Of the peaceful beauty 
of his moot! in those days, tbe following passage gives a 
Future : 

L 1 have an old acquaintance now with Evening on (ho 
PfedmiL When I came here hi winter, and used to he 
into in returning from oflica, 1 hat] my boat inoorfel to 
the sicdbcuLks of the further ukla. I used to ero3i The 

1 A part-tr.-ireJm Itss If. pmMbbid ai CUmfUtt i>t StHiai. For 
Ure tracdniion of ctetpitste] JWtStifliSC lKt» I am ndpu’nf&li;. 
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silti# river In & little Lsti Jug-skiff . This wpited 

for me with grave kindliness A peatse, a gooitwill, a rest 
wtrt ttady for nae throughout the whale sky r This silence 
unj dattnfisa cnl Lite yrOy^fx iSirtmi lh the VWfiiFlE WClIKtl 
like $ roem In. the jimer a^artnwHUSr My mind is one oi 
household here, and. her near ):in. — I have an 
intrtpate retarlrKuship vAidi no ™ hut myself knows, No 
oii£ will how renl it is*, fewever 1 catprcuii it. 

The deepest pan of Life, which is always silent and always 
hidden, gently steahnu out here in the unveiled, evening 1 
Sind unvoted noCm, waLks with silent fearlessness, ,. , , 
We have two fives, one in this world o£ men. and the 
tuber in the world of feetinE- I have written many pages 
of ttie story of my life in that world of feeling. in die sky 
above the PftdnuL' 1 

These LtUtrs reveal his ovcr-siirring sympathy with the 
toilers. Towards them his altitude is never tinged ewn 
with mockery, far [css contempt, while he rarely pn^nln 
the more pretentious society of hit land without a much of 
bitterness or of seam, Something af bin pity anil love lor 
children was called out by the helplessness £uk 1 simplicity of 
the riib'rij'y, who scrape their ftekis and louk up for rain, 
perishing linctaaplaiiLinELy If It dona not cotjtt, Agmust this 
baekgreLnd of the beond, laden. river, ul hurnldc lives, of 
stretching, solitary spaces, we set; the feltlgsil and most 
fastidious mind En Iodiu. wblchk: i; with infinite tura] Linens, 
His own loneliness Is brought out hi Liu: fjtttty- r, with iindeli- 
btrute but aoujcLirnss jita-riling cfeurnftjt* J have usjrl (he 
wnnl L [jLr-iidiouh.' We find him (xtssintjover situh universally 
*i*=pted writert lls without a word tu KUEECSt that 

their work nami nnythipiE to him, while be cspressoR his 
delight in Amici’? Jens nai. 1 have mentioned the jo-y with 
which, on his first vi^it to EnEtond, he rend Ibc Rrltfiia 
Mtdifi with Henry Morfcy ; ami I have two estihuilastit 
letters of thanks for the gilt of William Canton's Child's 
Book of Sainls and W.V, Her Bvok. It la these rpiietcr, 
mote Intimate books tlLat he has loved best, 

Shqet STrodEE. These Torn Lettrrt contain iniuiy 



1 Qixitad by Ajit Ckiki.abjrti, villi Ji:s ►hiisJ gift ul apqJoedLffmsss. 
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[rtsflitjeft of the best pr-OEC that hie evcT wrote. Em the 
period erf their composition saw a swift suctfciiSlrKii of p^iae 
ajid vecsse, often of the highest merit. No ptieL has ever 
osporiencKd fL greater MaytHa, following' on the first flush p-E 
s.prinpWossoinsH To r.iaiiy this is his gt-MMst period, and 
its lyrical culmination, his greatest hunk, CMtra 
«umot hold this pride of place agaJasL the far stronger anti 
deeper BalatA of later days. But the other opinion ba*s 
iustifiottiop. when wo remember Hie time’s astmmdinE reoiiTd 
of achievement, in short story, in drama, in essay And mis- 
eellancons journalism . and in lym.- r Tb= ^hirt stories he etui 
in 1831, with the publication of Tfit! Baby's Return (englistr 
ml as My ijird tht Baby, a title smHoking too much of 
journalese lor such a sfm|i]e, tonohine' ttory), His short 
stories continued to apptsu- monthly Eor several years. They 
have had boundless popularity, And boundless inititcnoe on 
other writers. The opinion is often pronounced (hat they 
Are better than JiJ s ps>em$, an opinion which djesert.es recntwin 
as bearing witness to their popularity and merit. 

The Fihst Gawp or tin eat 1>eAmas. His earlier 
drainas, tha nmmymtujlKaJ, belong to this period. Lyric-, 
ho tells us, lit wrota in spring anti summer and the rims, 
drama in winter. Truly the gods filled the horn of his 
strength to overflAwin}, wber, he could so confidently aUjocace 
separate seasons to (.he service of different Muses 1 To this 
ruts oE work, however, there was an exception, CkitrS-nirnda, 
a drama whii£h wns written during the songlide, and is itself 
an epdtoiiie erf ,-iJE the songs be ever sang, a gtorioua tiling 
throbbing with lyrical power and beauty. This is cnglishod 
as Chih a. and the reader can see lio-w masterly it la. En whole 
and detail. It is one of the summits erf his work, nnaurpasn- 
fid, and unsurpassable in ita kind. Immediately before 
Chit ray he had written AViif cnif Qvrtn, already 
meriticincdj and ^nevr'/jer. IE C/tHrdnj(attd t on purely artistic 
ETOimds, must rank above tltesiK,is I ihink Et must, it is only 
Iwiusc in it he had no double .purpose to serve, hut simply 
followed Beauty. 1 Not Ihut the play is without its, symbolism, 

1 Cr. Kiktst samivas letter tu Shslltfv (Aunua. liiSlEJ ; ' 1 ^cei™i 
a W|?!; AE lbs CfKi, os JVvin yuUmrlE. innn Ha at. Then: i; ocly coe 
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but tie poet for ones was so captured by the loveliness 
of his Crtvri irvia ^i flgrinri (hat tic wrote a ploy which is 
aafikietLl hi itself. apart iroai any pvurpusE maintained. by It 
The play ti*t -with its measure- of rejection, as was Stlhig : 
woo scorned and abused as 1 sensual, " the son of work that 
might he expected from the author of the sonnets of 
Sharp. t and Fiatf, bin' never w.aa Wisdom more Com- 

pieit-ir justified of on* rtf her chiMrenH The play'* form 
Is superb, Mis splendid ftrewd] p> UGartk ^erste. From now 
Op, tut used prose lit rhymes! uijuplet for ilrime, fiiufljjug (jo 
use hjes own words) blank verse ' not eraoeful tnoHfili,' 

If Ckitrangada is the lowlier poem, Sacrifice is the 
greater drama. It is amazing that work so good and varied 
In kind should have come together, The SpMgha period 
produced a fourth drama, JftMini, as wistful and beautiful 
as A'i-rtg ani Queen and Saerilim. All these dramas are 
vehicles of thought rather than expressions ol action ; and 
they show the poet*s mind powerfully wording on the 
subject ol e-ulttl things in popular Hinduism as its bloody 
ritual of ftarrEfice. The dramas show also how the poet was 
emancipating Idinaelf from tlte tangles of the solely artistic 
aim uel life, tie is o strayed Hercules trapped, as he 
adept, in the woodniymphs ' flowery meshes, and be breaks 
freo in sh'jwwj-s of scattered radiance. CkUrtin grid. HiUiwi 
<he fitilure of mere jihyMml bfejuiy, comjtu-ed with Ehe 
strength thatte equal to life's taiks and needs— Show* its 
failtuo even as beauty, on the piano of final artistic values. 
A'iwg surf Quern, as I have already -ssid, shows hots- sdifash 
love can Iced only to sorrow and min. Sacrifice shows 
how greatly wc islander Eternal Truth, when 

1 Trie wram that painr- uitt bcuII) Iwluw 
We Sue £d throne abave. ,f 



purl ot tc s yirtge nt- thft ptwnry «arj timnetk; vffe«. **kh Uy 
ratoy tiiirilSil<>-wMfl.y* ss fOitefclrivi! ttrt Jlunimua. A nadum mirk. 
It k iflx], InnM Twa a purpose, wbiKTi raHy be Che God An arlisL 
nu-st serve btsmniua ; he ruiiSL have 1,1 stlf-cuoutDlruCltm " - felfidanec . 
perhaps, If™. 1 uni fiufw, will futp^ve mu For blucsn-l'-' TETnflrlricg thwt 
vr.-.i rojrht curb ycniT ni^unnioity and be rjnrc e: an artist, an::- jnori 
every rift aE your subject with art.' 

* Wt-rtrier, The tiierxai Goodness. 
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M&iiftty that wistEul ami beautiful play, teaches that love 
and not oithodasji worships God, and it buma like a 
slow, deep fire against. h-guliy. In aiL tliesu iitays, it 
is the woieicjj who brings truth * \f** \ and often the woman 
who la a mere drflA* U mil be remembered thAt in the 
earlier Nature t tfevtu/rf it was by Ihe [mth of brt for a 
simple little sir! than the Sanvasif a Bennali Paracelsus., 
was brought borne, H The shepherd in. Vinci] grew at last 
acquainted with Love, and found him a native of the 
rocks.' 3 Eat Rabmdraiaath'ii sbeplierds; (who are mostly 
Icings and priests) when they heermte acquainted wilh Love 
find tom an inhabitant of tbtair own Wmfe, ttrtW»ent«d 

anti overlnflied Jang:, 

Tht Curse at formiff, dremitfc in form,, ia a one-act 
phantasy. It might ba?e been made trade, drep, or *uh- 
lime, hut is none of these thinssy. It is simply charrnlnK, 
Alter all, a poet is entitled to rest liis mi ml sometimes, nnrt 
merely amuse himself. And this poet's genius had been 
Arnirannif and fruiting with the most imrestiiig fecundity. 
The Cvrsa at farewell la the first a^jeironce of a charac- 
teristic ami ddietllful nlnas of pcKirnS, LlmmaLic. anapsliOta,, 
interviews and diaLogues — the poet's Gods ayd GwtitcHfs, 
as they niieht be called, his counterpart oE Browr-mg's 

;1 ff7i and JfipiWfJt, 

of thk JioAt-'PBiMTA DtCtuNa After 
flfimnti, lhe= re^i Lyrical volume was Shi®' Tart, Tht Boot 
of Cold. This important and difficult book exposed Inina 
to a new charge, that of mystidsm, which hu has found 
harder to throw off than that other. oE senSnOtBPe*?- In 
this book, the prevailing theme is the immanence of the 
Universal Ln tlw common and particular. The poems 
arc haunted liy sensjfi of the trajisitorincss of life. Bait 
the chieE mark of Svndr Tori the emeri^noc in it oE 
what was to be the characteristic kies o£ the phase of 
work through which Rabindranath was now to pass,— the 
jibandc&aia doctrine. Jifarrtdth&ifi IllCflnS 1 LjffrOod,' 
The Jihamltkaia idea ivoh a phase only, disappearing 
because through it he went on to hi a mystical appreben- 



Dr. JoTiCSlci s Litter to Lt/rd L'fUiUtltttd- 
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cion 0; his Creator and Friend, Goth But, wbibe it luff- 
ed, it was important ; and without soma knauled^e cs.F 
the doctrine many el tbs poems of ttu& period must seem 
tbo vofiLcsl .gibberish, IL is -pirtLy loamite Hsich ixOnis 
have been transited and printed in Hit; Wesl, without a 
^O id of ,<rf any tjrel, that SD wiflHiprtftd a belief 

has stymie up that Rabindranath is a weaver vi beatntiful but 
tnftanindests 'words and imatea, The fact of- the doctrine's 
altar emsrEencc at this time may be mentioned here, while 
consideration of the doctrine is postponed . 11 

CAfty/t is the crown of ibis first half erf the poet's career. 
This is a. volume of Lyrics, to be carefully diitinpuishedi 
from the drama englished as CkiSrH, already cuuniiLcrcd 
under its Bengali name of CAHrUv^mia. Chitra is Hawed 

by his usual iritsjuality, :unL by tlie vSt": al repetltiiijnS which 
arts Suwn SO thickly thmugh hfs earlier WDtls, a ji jn El R 
wMch a whole lifetime of poetic effort has onEy ErWlUAZly 
thinnotl, and has never utterly oat away, lint in no other 
book, ciKiept HxUthiti has fie attained to more Kinffle-mimlcd 
adoration and celebration of Beauty. Half a dcsicfi of tire 
poems are very lovely — the poem wliicb he has translated 
with even cxcaptiunal inadequacy, as Tkt ddn/^ur, The 
FarfU'cli if //fiiwa, finfititig, /J Night of Frill Moat, 
Moonlight- The gre^t^ 1 poem of all, (Jrbmi. is unalloyed 
aiyl perfect worship of .Eleauty. 

C&U nfi finished this Fim lap of hL$ nut, In its mewl 
consummate moments, he said all that he could swy, Dot of 
this first period oE -ECHthctic development, Never :aE*lu 
was he to be sheer poet. From now on there is 11 a human 
trouble Ln Hie hilts,' 1 and all perception of beauty comes 
:i".ii iilc yri th niilcL.'.ioii, often rnoluuaho ly reflection, Inercas- 
injlly there is on intellectual adjiii stare, often where he 
should be most imoeiiiati ve i nisi then; urijnedmes a very 
prosy ndmisAure, hands catching at wines that would soar. 
Greater poetry comes, in the best moments of 
aid especially in after page of fiu!ui:5. But nothin*: 
lovelier, nothin* more entirely poetical, than UrtuLii and 
The Farewell ft Heaven, 



' M*; pp. fit* H:i L . 
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Cuke oe Early Literary Percutk, 1£395, In l^J n 
.S’f7JAwiT« ceased to be its-ued. The san.c year saw most c f 
the poems or C Att; taii, the placid arid beautiful simsi.4 oF 
thla period of wort. CAaititfi La the late fit* gathered In 
the :iic iiLli oi CAaitra. The boot e-L this uainc shows tin; 
puet gathering up the ' fragments that remain, that nothing 
tie lost.' He is fle&ntng in fields: w/iidi have pvm m&irnjfi 1 
oant harvest. There is au autumnal aimnspiiK^e nw: the 
boot. It is one o£ the most prophetic Uiirtfrs that h«ve 
ever come out oi the human spirit. It lyyks bark, in a 
rnnncl of tiaiwiuiL remLnisoenoe, kncnviiie the day^ work 
weLl tkyne i and forward, with scnrnfc anticipation. it is 
written almOJrt entirely in ‘Rabindranath's sonnet / that 
flowing, peaceful f™ c*f sewn rhymed oonpkls. Its 
poems as* a sitStSssion id pioturfair H The ligiit that never 
was ™ !tts or land/ the Utter peace and toleration oE the 
poet’s mood, is over everything, transfiguring the com- 
monest sigh?*, a gir[ with a buffalo, a baby and a kid, a 
prostitute, the ferry plying between villager, folk going 
forth to their labour at dawn, malting them nil sat ji^yeV 
aeierttiUtit. Et is good that this ' season o£ calm weather ' 
was given to him, for there were stormy years awaiting 
him. Some tattered mg of st orai-el mud from the storms lie 
has known already -occasionally drifts on even those quiet 
skies, as in the ferocious i sonnets ' in which he castigates 
his own countrymen who wear European dress. ‘ Mother, 
you have fifty million sous who am Bengalis, but you iuave 
not made them men/ Yet even this anger ia for new 
r anions. He rages less now because of the wrongs that at* 
iehE genu its, the orueLtlas committed Ijy ] lirdn snmuiy : and 
sticre fur w rungs that are I rn[> irlml, for iimtalhin of Lliu 
West. He is entering On, his 1 palriolU;’ ptffed- The first 
wlfcdkiJi «Lition of fds* ptustty appeared in lcfijS. 




II 



LATER LIFE: MANY-SIDED ACTIVITY 

FeUICS* UF Tt< ASEtTIOW ft Hit UHCETtTArWTV -lyOO). 

■Bo ceased in LSttS ; 3 jm] ChaHUCi 3£rp$Ai4d shortly 

after its death. These events heralded ;t yt?ry great break 
Lr. the poet's cemt, which divides it sdmocst as shoerly into 
two as Milton s time as Latin S^sgretary broke up cut. 
The difference is twofold. 

Politics. First, as aLremfy- indicated, the stream of his 
activity bccanie muddy with politics* This was not un- 
natural. for polities \7t1e L-rieniaKine-ly occupying the Bengali 
fflirtd, tiff they became the rfuesrion that they arc today. 
What i* stmnjfffr ift.niii that Ralriwinmath should have been 
drawn into the popular movement, but that he should ii&ve 
kept aloof from it so lone; and, further, I'isat, #v*i» when in 
it, and CKtwedingly prominent in it, he should have remained 
so lonely and independent a figure. To understand thus, 
we have to remernber. first, how detached his life had been, 
how austerely aristocratic his family traditions, mixing- cmly 
with the best and moat eclectic in Indian thought nnd Life; 
a„id, secondly, with what a sense of the he was giEtcdr 
His attitude has always plkcIosJ both jis countrymen and 
the CiOverntnenL Joist as nn offlcU] prcwerLbcti as 

' seditious ' fy&arma-l*m(k*T, that throfcbinE 1 protest against 
his own oountrymcn's biguiTy and cowardice, aotl generous 
recoEnitfon of the wp^gs and selflessness of foreigners 
whorn. he eonsidererl mistaken,, so Bengalis, espedaLly the 
' patriotic' party, have complained that he criticise* even 
when taking their aide, One of the silliest of tlw many .silly 
catchwords that arc today devastating JmJiiizi thought ;s the 
one that H solidarity la essential ’ an! that it is ties son to 
criticise whal your &wh party thinks. -Criticism must wail, 
like ;l thousnnd other eowl things, till Svrai'&j it obtained. 
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You must postpone a visit to the doctor, no matter how itl 
you ate, lilt you have a brand-new coat to go ip, Raldii- 
tVwniu'h has never accepted this, or any other catehwocdn 
But 1 think his ttal sense suffered a temporary eclipse, 
during the decade after Cktil&ii, and that it has buOi posses 
of obscurity from time to time ever sinec, 

CuJiHGH tw Rnuotocs Attitislih. The second new 
element now entering Ills work is. religions, Hitherto, he 
had been ji:i artist for Art's sake. His joL^oli had been a 
sense ot ennui! with the Universe, auch s religion as is 
common with literary THen, Due religion we find in Richard 
Jefferies's Story ?l My fitarQ lit a letter, he expressly 
slid that he unulRreloOd no dogma save the joy and love 
which are in the Universe, Incidentally, it may be remark- 
ed that this is Rlmoxt (h?™*! tremendous dogma possible. 
Believing this, convinced of Hhs, a man might well rest 
happy, But RahiEijdranRfth ifid Tiot res* happy. There was 
too much oE the peiitan in his Wood- In hi* household 
was the aastcie presence of hi-s father, was the tradition of 
Raiiuitohan Ray's courage ar/1 stern luttle with ignorance 
and evil, Ajitkuinar Chakrabarti's wuinrnts 1 or the 
change which came to him are interesting- He suggests 
that the exhaustion which follows on creative activity 
shows tliut Art can never take the place of spirituR] life, 
So (he says) Rahunkrameh passed away from his early 
mood and effort, because Art did not satisfy him. Thin 
is true enough ; and to tliis day tho poef-s life shows 
this corHLci, Lida resLJeuaueBa. The esthete is in his 
blood, and he can never repress his delight in form, 
lilt the preacher is there. tOQ- Ajpt Eahu adds another 
reason 1 Eor the writer oE Urk^ii umI the short stories 
becoming the author yf Qita-aia.lt. and oE many prose 
pamphlets and lectures- This is tint tho narrowness of 
his field of work was brought bom* to him. Tlsrc was a 
very petty side to the gmindOri work at Khileidfl. The 
rayti-is were picturesque and patient enough, and bad merits 
which won the poet's abiding respect and love hi a measure 
which be never gave to his own clasrt- But they also 



1 JiaiftrHtranOtA. p|j, 33- «q. 




